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DEADLINE:  February 15, 2012

Attention students in Standard 4, 5, and 6.  Tell your story!  You have a chance to win $100 Grand Prize!


See your principal or teacher for more information today.



The Cornelius Foundation International, Inc.
5th Annual Young Authors’ Contest
Instructions for Principals and Teachers

The Cornelius Foundation International, Inc. (CFI) is a non-profit educational organization seeking opportunities to expand and improve the writing and cognitive skills of students in Standard 4, 5, and 6. The Young Authors’ Contest is open to students in participating primary schools in Belize.  Each year CFI encourages teachers to use this incentive program to motivate learners toward improved writing skills and creative expression in an effort to help students become better writers as they prepare for their futures.
Participating School Criteria:  To qualify as a participating school in the Young Authors’ Contest, there must be at least five qualified entries from schools with less than fifty students enrolled and ten qualified entries from schools with more than fifty students enrolled.  The principal or a sponsoring teacher must be established as the Contest Sponsor by providing CFI Educational Director with their name, school address, a contact number, and/or an email address.  Inquiries should be addressed in writing to the address below or by emailing sister4friend@yahoo.com. The Contest Sponsor is responsible for getting the entries mailed and postmarked by the contest deadline of February 15, 2012 Students of participating schools may be eligible for a 1st, 2nd, or 3rd place prize within their school of $50, $30, and $20 awards (Belize currency). Each year CFI allows for up to 10 schools to participate in this program.  A single overall winner will be selected and will win a $100 Grand Prize.
Suggestions for Teachers:
1.) It is recommended that teachers review the rules of the writing contest with their students so that each submitted entry meets the required criteria. Rules are written on the top of the Student Entry Form. 
2.) All entries are judged by a panel of skilled and published authors and educators.  They will make their selections by focusing on the areas of grammar, originality, structure, and neatness. It is strongly recommended that teachers review the following discussion points with their participating classes before students begin writing.
· In the area of grammar:
· Sentence structure
· Proper use of punctuation
· Tense (past, present, future)
· In the area of originality:
· Is the story the student’s own?
· Is it told in an interesting way?
· In the area of structure:
· Does the piece contain an opening, body, and close?
· Does it flow from one thought to the next?
· Does it make sense?
· In the area of neatness:
· Print legibly or type the entry
· Do not use pencil
3.) It is recommended that students complete a 1st draft of their story for the purpose of being read aloud in a peer group of their classmates for suggestions.  After considering the input from their classmates, a final draft should be prepared for the entry.
4) Entries from each school should be gathered and mailed together in one envelope.  The packets should be postmarked no later than February 15th, 2012, and sent to:   
  
CFI Young Author’s Contest
Attn: Educational Director
161 Hillside Drive #3
Carmel, IN  46032	(USA)


The Cornelius Foundation International, Inc.
5th Annual Young Authors’ Contest

Instructions, Rules, and Entry Form for Students

The Cornelius Foundation International, Inc. (CFI) is a non-profit educational organization, sponsoring its 5th Annual Young Author’s Contest to students in participating schools in Belize.

Instructions:  As you prepare to write an entry for this contest, remember your piece must be original and in your own words.  Take time to read your story aloud to other classmates and rewrite several times to get it just the way you want it.  Don’t be afraid to be creative. Your story will be judged on grammar, originality, structure, and neatness by a panel of skilled and published authors and educators.

Theme:  INSPIRATION
Write about something that inspired you.  A person? An experience? A song? Something else?  How did it motivate or change you? 

Rules:
· Your entry must be no less than 500 words.
· It should be written in ink legibly or typed double-spaced.
· The pages should be numbered.
· The first page should have your name, the date, and the title.
· This form should be completed and staple it to your story.
· You should not copy (or plagiarize) the content of your story.
· The story must be related to this year’s theme—INSPIRATION.

Awards: The Young Authors’ Contest gives cash prizes to winners in participating schools:  1st Prize = $50	2nd Prize = $30	3rd Prize = $20

A single $100 Grand Prize is given to the best overall winner.  The winner receives the prestigious Abby Award, a certificate honoring the memory of Abigail Brinkman, a young medical student, who studied in Belize and died in 2005. (All prizes are granted in Belize currency.) ENTRY DEADLINE: February 15, 2012

SCHOOL NAME: _____________________________________________________

STUDENT: __________________________________________________________

GRADE: __________________    TEACHER: ______________________________

TITLE: _____________________________________________________________

________________________________________________     ________________
STUDENT’S SIGNATURE					  	        DATE

_______________________________________________     ________________
TEACHER’S SIGNATURE						      DATE
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